
Green Lea First School - Art Vocabulary Progression  

 

  
  EYFS  Y1  Y2  Y3  Y4  

 

Drawing 

 

 

Line – pencil, 

pen, zig zag, 

thick, thin, 

curved, 

shape, dark, 

light, 

portrait 

Line – straight, curved, broken, continuous, 

thick, thin, shape 

Tone – dark, light shades. 

Pattern – repeated 

Portrait, observation 

Texture – hard and soft pencils, texture 

marks 

 Line - straight, curved, broken, continuous. 

Tone – single, cross hatching, shading, dark 

and light shades 

Pattern – repeated, monochrome 

Observational drawing, viewpoint, self-

portrait, proportion, scale, refine and alter 

Shape – geometric shapes 

Painting Colour - 

primary 

colours, 

mixing 

Colour – primary, secondary colours, bold, 

lighter, darker, bright, brush, stroke, 

expressive brush stroke 

Techniques - blending, stippling 

Colour – primary, secondary colours, 

tertiary colours, tint, harmonious colours 

Techniques – stippling, dry brushing 

Printing Rubbings, 

stencils, 

block 

Wax resist printing, printing ink, ink roller, 

materials, design, Texture 

Print making, ink slab, ink roller, texture, 

monoprint, contrast, overlapping 

Collage Materials, 

fabric, 

overlap, 

stick, 

texture, 

scrunch 

Texture, join, man-made, natural, layer Techniques with paper: zigzag, coil, twist, 

curl, spiral, mobius strip, paper lattice. 

Experiment, Texture 



Sculpture Pinch, pull, 

join, roll. 

staple, clay 

Sculptor, roll, kneed, texture, detail, 3D, 

form 

Sculptor, mould into shape, form, pottery, 

texture, coiling, slip, constructed, 3D, 

assemble, model, carve 

Art styles and 

general 

vocabulary 

when 

discussing art 

work. 

Artist, like, 

dislike 
Artist, observations, similarities, 

differences, like, dislike, compare, 

landscape 
 

 

Art styles – Land Art, oil paintings 

Artist, Annotate, Develop, Foreground, 

Background, Detail, Compare, Contrast 

Own style, Techniques, Skills, Abstract, 

landscape 

 

Art styles - tradition, modern, 

contemporary, Cubism, Abstract Art, 

Optical Art, Wave line Art, Impressionism 

Key concepts 

which underpin 

all Art 

teaching. 

Line, 

shape, 

colour 

Line, colour, shape, tone, pattern, 

texture, form 

Line, colour, shape, tone, pattern, 

texture, form 

 
   

 


